for the favour of a visit. My Father returned his call; he lived in
one of the small white villas, buried in laurels, which gave a
discreet animation to our neighbourhood. Mr M. was frank
and modest, deferential to my Father's opinions and yet capable
of defending his own. His school and he produced an excellent
impression, and in August I began to be one of his pupils. The
school was very informal; it was held in the two principal
dwelling-rooms on the ground-floor of the villa, and I do not
remember that Mr M. had any help from an usher.

There were perhaps twenty boys in the school at most, and
often fewer. I made the excursion between home and school
four times a day; if I walked fast, the transit might take five
minutes, and, as there were several objects of interest in the
way, it might be spread over an hour. In fine weather the
going to and from school was very delightful, and small as the
scope of it was, it could be varied almost indefinitely. I would
sometimes meet with a schoolfellow proceeding in the same
direction, and my Father, observing us over the wall one
morning, was amused to notice that I always progressed by
dancing along the curbstone sideways, my face turned inwards
and my arms beating against my legs, conversing loudly all the
time. This was a case of pure heredity, for so he used to go to
his school, forty years before, along the streets of Poole.

One day when fortunately I was alone, I was accosted by an
old gentleman, dressed as a dissenting minister. He was pleased
with my replies, and he presently made it a habit to be taking
his constitutional when I was likely to be on the high road. We
became great friends, and he took me at last to his house, a
very modest place, where to my great amazement, there hung
in the dining-room, two large portraits, one of a man, the
other of a woman, in extravagant fancy-dress. My old friend
told me that the former was a picture of himself as he
had appeared, 'long ago, in my unconverted days, on the
stage9.

I was so ignorant as not to have the slightest conception of
what was meant by the stage, and he explained to me that he
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